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Providence has a 
striking new land-
mark downtown, 
thanks to a part-
nership between 
The Avenue 
Concept, CYNTHIA-REEVES Gallery, and RISD Museum. 
The landmark is a sculpture entitled “Lotus” by internationally 
renowned Korean artist JaeHyo Lee, which now occupies the 
corner of Exchange Terrace and Dorrance Street. 

“This is one of RISD Museum’s first public art partnerships that 
showcases museum-quality work out in the public,” says Yarrow 
Thorne, founder and artistic director of The Avenue Concept, a 
nonprofit organization that promotes public art in Providence. 
Based in New York City, CYNTHIA-REEVES Gallery rep-
resents the artist JaeHyo Lee and is committed to artwork that 
provokes a discourse, something The Avenue Concept works to 
stimulate as well. 

The monumental work was installed last fall as part of INFLUX, 
an explosion of public art encounters by The Avenue Concept. 
Cited for its meticulous craftsmanship, “Lotus” is a conical pillar 
comprised of Korean big cone pine logs that are burned, shaped, 
and hand carved, stretching up 20 feet on a steel armature. Lee’s 
works emphasize the essential nature of his materials and their 
inherently complex texture. The artist writes: “I certainly do not 
have the power to create ‘beauty.’ I just hope to reveal the beauty 
in what is usually seen but not noticed. If one looks closely, one 
sees how beautiful simple elements can be.”  

“Lotus” originally made its debut in New York City’s popular 
Union Square Park in the spring of 2013, a collaboration with 
New York City Parks, the Union Square Association, and CYN-
THIA-REEVES, before it traveled to Sarasota, Florida for 
the  annual Season of Sculpture Exhibition in 2014. The work 
will remain on display in Providence—enhancing our city and 
stimulating conversations—through the summer of 2016. 

Beth Adamo is a freelance writer living on the East Side. Con-
tact her at beth@bethadamo.com.

Photographs by Cheryl Adams Johnson Photography, courtesy 
of The Avenue Concept.

To learn more about The Avenue 
Concept, visit 
theavenueconcept.com.

The Avenue Concept
304 Lockwood Street
Providence, RI 02907

Contact Founder and Artistic 
Director, Yarrow Thorne, at ave-
nue@theavenueconcept.com for 
more information. 

By Beth Adamo

World-Class Public Art Comes to Providence

tHe avenue concept

Elaine Fredrick Captures Beautiful 
Images Of RISD Fleet Library

Located across the river from the RISD Auditorium, the 
school’s library is housed in the banking hall of the former 
Rhode Island Hospital Trust Building at 15 Westminster Street. 
Built in 1917 and designed by the New York City firm of York 
& Sawyer, the building was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1976. In 2002, Fleet Boston Financial Cor-
poration donated the Italian Renaisssance-style banking hall to 
RISD. Boston-based architectural firm Office dA was instru-
mental in transforming the banking hall into a highly accessible 
and user friendly space. Contemporary design solutions were 
added while maintaining the integrity of original architecture.

The afternoon light finds students studying in the main reading 
room of the RISD library, which was once a magnificent bank-
ing hall. Today, juxtaposing architectural styles combine to give 
the grand room a unique ambiance. The space offers students a 
variety of study areas for individual and group work.

One of the oldest independent art college 
libraries in the country, the vast collec-
tions of the RISD library are housed on 
the first two floors of the eleven-story 
building at 15 Westminster Street.




